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I recently attended the funeral of Ged Muston, BCA Federal 
Secretary 1969–1971 and later the Bishop of North West 
Australia. As various speakers recalled Ged’s life and his 
impact on them, one of the recurring themes was humility 
– Ged’s willingness to listen and learn from others and 
speak well of them in their absence. 

I encountered this humility a couple of years ago when our 
Chairman Fred Chilton and I visited Ged and his late wife  
Laurel at their retirement home and enjoyed a simple lunch and 
good company.

Humility is, or should be, one of the defining marks of 
Christian service. Jesus Himself, even though He had the right to 
use His divine status for His own advantage, humbled Himself 
even to death on a cross.

I reckon humility is particularly vital for effective bush 
ministry. Most of our Field Staff have never shorn a sheep or 
harvested a crop, but they serve alongside farmers. Most of our 
Field Staff have never struck a seam, but they serve alongside 
miners. They have a lot to learn from the locals. Being humble 
enough to admit this can be the first step in the locals learning 
something from them.

This edition of The Real Australian focuses on our next key 
priority area – equipping local leaders for fruitful ministry. In 
the pages that follow you’ll meet believers who are taking fresh 
steps of obedience to Jesus because your prayers and financial 
support are making this cycle of mutual learning possible. I trust 
as you read on you’ll be encouraged by how much we have to 
learn from each other as together we reach Australia for Christ.

Mark Short
National Director

Editorial

Humility is, or 
should be, one of 
the defining marks 
of Christian service
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Equipping Local Leaders

Last year I spent a bit of time knocking 
around what is known as ‘Burke and 
Wills country’, first in the channel 
country of South-West Queensland and 
later near the Gulf of Carpentaria. 

It gave me a fresh appreciation of the size 
of their vision – all the way from one end of 
the continent and then back again! But  
they didn’t go the distance, in large part 
because they didn’t connect with or listen to 
the locals.

As they lay dying 
beside Cooper Creek, 
Burke and Wills were 
surrounded by bush 
wheat (nardoo). Instead 
of watching how 
Indigenous people made 
it into a paste they ate 
it raw – depleting their 
Vitamin B levels and 
bringing on beri beri. 
A third member of the 
party, Charlie King, threw 
his lot in with the locals 
and lived.

BCA’s vision of reaching Australia for 
Christ is equally daunting. Under God, how 
can it be done? By sending outsiders, or by 
supporting insiders? Surely, it is not either/
or but both! In this edition of The Real 
Australian you will read inspiring accounts 
of how Field Staff and those already on the 
ground are working in partnership to make 
a difference for Jesus.

But what kind of equipping blesses and 
grows local leadership? Let me suggest a 
few keys:
•  we need to equip local leaders with a 

Christ-centred vision. To ask locals merely 
to keep the doors open on Sunday or 
to maintain a denominational toehold 
is to expect far too little of them and of 

God. God’s desire is to see people come 
to fullness of life in Jesus, and every 
Christian needs to know they are part of 
this plan.

•  we need to equip local leaders for the 
long haul. God gifts all His people for 
service, and it is important that the 
responsibility of service does not fall on 
too few people or that they be expected 
to do too much. Regular review and 
support is essential.

•   we need to equip local leaders so they 
can in turn equip others. Schemes 
for developing local leadership in the 
bush will fail to last more than a single 
generation if there is not a commitment 
from the beginning to seek to win new 
people to faith and pass the baton of 
ministry onto them. The best way to do 
this is for ‘outsiders’ to model handing 
over ministry themselves.

I know many of you exercise significant 
responsibilities in your local church and 
community. Thank you for being part of 
BCA’s mission – I expect to learn from many 
of you along the way.

Mark Short

Bruce Chapman encourages and equips youth in Darwin
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The family of April Bottom and BCA are 
proud to announce the 2017 recipient of 
the April Bottom Scholarship – Jessica 
Midgley from Broken Hill.

Over the past two years, eighteen-year-old 
Jessica completed a Certificate III in Early 
Childhood and a Certificate II in Auslan. In 
2016 she was accepted into the Flinders 
University Foundation Studies Program.

Jessica’s road has not been an easy one; 
since finishing school she has worked up 
to 30 hours a week alongside placements 
and study. When she moved to Adelaide in 
June to commence the Foundation Studies 
Program, her father took on a second job to 
help with expenses.

Jessica has commenced a Bachelor 
of Early Childhood through 
Flinders University. As the 
recipient of the April Bottom 
Scholarship, she received 
$11,000 to go towards her goal 
of becoming a teacher.

“I’ve always known that I 
wanted to become a primary 
school teacher,” says Jessica. 
“My dream is to work with 
underprivileged children, 
helping them have the best life 
possible. Going to university and getting my 
teaching degree is the first step in making 
my dream a reality.”

Students such as Jessica, who have the 
potential to achieve but not necessarily 
the opportunity, are the reason April 
Bottom established this scholarship. Having 
experienced difficulties herself, April wanted 
to assist families (in the Parish of Broken Hill 
and the Far West) with children wishing to 

undertake secondary or tertiary 
education away from home.

“This scholarship means so 
much to me,” says Jessica. “It 
will enable me to undertake 
the first year of university study 
knowing that I don’t have to 
worry about rent, upfront fees 
and textbooks; the things I 
would struggle to afford.”

The Bottom family and BCA 
wish Jessica all the best as she commences 
her study and thank all candidates for their 
applications. Those candidates who  
were unsuccessful are invited to apply again 
this year.

Janine van den Tillaart

Winner of the 
2017 April Bottom  
Scholarship

My dream is 
to work with 
underprivileged 
children, helping 
them have the 
best life possible

Jessica Midgley
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Ministry training comes in different shapes and sizes. 
It doesn’t always involve taking mature Christians and 
training them to preach. Sometimes it involves training 
young Christians, not to preach, or to lead services, but to 
effectively proclaim Christ wherever He puts them. That’s 
the shape of youth ministry in Exmouth.

For the last three years high school aged church kids from 
Exmouth have gathered for a youth Bible study every second 
Sunday night. Led by another local leader and myself, it’s called 
#Biblestudy. We have a regular attendance of about 10 youth, 
and each night we eat with them, team build and delve deeply 
into God’s word together.

What has it looked like to equip these guys for fruitful 
ministry? Well to be honest we started small. We made no 
assumptions about the relationship these guys had with Jesus. 
Instead we spent a great deal of time engaging them with the 
gospel. Like all people, even teenagers are sinners who are in 
need of a Saviour and week after week we presented  
the crucified saviour to them and called them to repentance  
and faith.

Over the last couple of years however, as we have seen these 
kids grow in maturity, we have spent more time equipping 
them for ministry. We believe they are the ones to engage the 
teenagers of Exmouth with Jesus at school. And so more and 
more we have tailored what we do to be helpful for engaging 
their friends with Jesus.

At #Biblestudy we’ve grappled with tough questions that 
people ask about Christianity. We’ve grappled with the topics 
of homosexuality and same sex marriage as our kids were being 
asked many questions in these areas. We have grappled with 
the relationship about Christianity to science and other relevant 
topics such as these. And to be honest as we live in close 
proximity to these younger brothers and sisters in Christ, we 
have seen that they need to grow in grace like the rest of us, so 
we regularly come back to engaging them with the gospel. They 
will be effective leaders and ministers for Christ, when they are 
mature in Him, not necessarily when they have a great answer 
to the question – “Was Jesus really born on 25 December?”.

What fruit have we seen? Well I want to start by saying we 
have not seen all of these kids turn into little evangelists, mini 
Billy Graham’s if you like. But we regularly hear testimonies 

#Biblestudy – Training Opportunity  
for the Kingdom of God

These kids are 
bold for Christ 
and when 
opportunities 
present there are 
a number of them 
who happily speak 
for Christ’s glory
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from them about the conversations they have with their friends 
at school about Jesus. These kids are bold for Christ and when 
opportunities present there are a number of them who happily 
speak for Christ’s glory. As Chaplain at the local high school this 
has led to me being presented with opportunities for the gospel 
too, as our kids point their friends to me when questions get  
too tough.

At the moment, none of these kids attend our church. There 
are times when I wonder whether I am the person to be training 
them. However when I stop and think about it, this is one of 
our most important training events. These kids are not elders of 
the churches they attend, but they are out there leading each 
other, spurring each other on and proclaiming the gospel when 
the opportunity arises. #Biblestudy is an important training 
opportunity for the kingdom for God and it has been great to 
be involved with it. We look forward to seeing the fruit God 
continues to bring from it into the future.

Frank Nicol

#Biblestudy – Training Opportunity  
for the Kingdom of God

The kids from #Biblestudy are 
bold for Christ 
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The key then to a 
church’s survival is 
having locals who 
are willing and 
able to step up to 
the plate and lead

We all know the challenges of ministry, but one of the 
biggest challenges in remote Australia is finding locals who 
are willing to get involved. Sadly, in these regions people 
come and go, many have families on the coast that form 
an attraction to entice them away and for those in mining 
regions the population is forever transient.

The key then to a church’s survival is having locals (those who 
have lived in the region for a considerable length of time) who 
are willing and able to step up to the plate and lead.

Earlier this year in the parish of Longreach we lost our two 
lay leaders. This left us in a difficult position as it was essential 
to keep services at St Andrew’s Longreach happening on a 
weekly basis. With the need to provide services in Barcaldine it 
was essential to find another lay leader immediately.

Through making some enquiries we were able to ascertain 
that there was a local Maori lady, Emma Wakefield, who had 
been attending church and had an interest in learning how 
to lead. We thus approached Emma and asked her if she was 
interested. She was able to tell us her story which included a 
remarkable encounter with God and a new desire to serve Him.

Emma and much of her extended family are shearers who 
have lived in the region for many years. She is a mother of 
four, her partner is a local shearer and she studies business 
administration and community services locally.

I hate throwing people in the deep end and I do believe 
people need to be properly trained, however in this case I had 
little opportunity other than to throw her in the deep end. To 
this end, we gave Emma a crash course in how to lead Morning 
Prayer, we taught her how to write intercessions and to alleviate 
the stress of preparing a talk, I have been writing devotions, 
relevant to the parish, that she has been able to read out. In 
addition, Emma agreed to become my Warden and under the 
leadership of the Chair of Parish Council (and local Mayor), she 
has been learning the skills required in being part of a parish 
council and executive.

It has been wonderful to see Emma growing in faith and 
confidence; she is like a sponge willing to learn more and 
more. Recently she took part in a workshop on learning how 
to preach, ably led by David Rogers-Smith, and now she is 
practising putting sermons together.

Thus far, Emma has been taking part in an apprenticeship 

Encouraging locals to step  
up to the plate
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model of learning, however she still has a 
long way to go. A deeper understanding 
of the scriptures is required, she still needs 
to learn how to share her faith simply and 
with confidence and above all else she, 
along with many others, still needs to grasp 
Christ’s part in our everyday lives.

What then do we learn from Emma? We 
learn several things:
•  God knows what He is doing and can 

call anyone He chooses into ministry.
•  A willing learner is a quick learner  

(a sponge).
•  The prayer of a righteous person is 

powerful and effective (James 5:16).
• Let go and let God.

One of the most remarkable outcomes 
from Emma’s ministry occurred recently 
when a young cousin passed away. In the 
Maori tradition, the extended family comes 
together and mourns in a big way. In this 
case, because of her new found faith and 
ministry, the family asked Emma to say 

prayers each night up until the funeral, 
roughly a week later. Emma asked me what 
she could do, so I referred her to the daily 
office in the prayer book (in my case I was 
only in town for the weekend before flying 
out Sunday afternoon). We quickly went 
through the service and how to lead it and 
with scriptures in hand I left it to her.  
Emma led the family in prayer each evening 
for the next week. When the officiating 
minister arrived to prepare the memorial 
service, he found Emma leading from the 
front in prayer.

We praise God for the wonders He 
performs in those who are seeking Him and 
we praise God for Emma. Please pray for 
her as she continues to grow.

Graeme Liersch

Encouraging locals to step  
up to the plate

Emma Wakefield
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At Barney’s, we have a number of young adults who are part 
of our church community. Over the past few years we have 
seen a number of them stepping up into leadership roles 
in various ways, including leading missional communities, 
running youth programs and being more involved in the 
overall leadership at Barney’s. We are really thankful to God 
for the wonderful, committed young people He has blessed 
us with.

Our main vehicle for equipping leaders is also our main tool 
for discipleship – a huddle. Huddles are groups of four to eight 
people, facilitated by a leader, who meet on a regular basis (either 
weekly or fortnightly) to process what God has been saying and 
to plan how they are going to respond. We have found that 
some people are really good at hearing God, and some people 
are really good at rushing off and making plans. However, if we 
are to be true disciples of Jesus, we need to be good at both 
hearing what God is saying, and also considering what He is 
asking us to do in response, i.e. at both repenting and believing, 
as Jesus outlines in Mark 1:15. Huddles provide an opportunity, in 
community, to process what it is that God is saying by observing, 
reflecting on and discussing it, and then responding by making a 
plan and making ourselves accountable for it.

In our experience, it’s amazing what can happen when you 

Huddles – Equipping and  
Discipling Young Adults

It’s amazing what 
can happen when 
you teach people 
to listen to God 
and respond 
because you never 
know what He 
might say

Groups of Huddles coming together in discussion and prayer 
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teach people to listen to God and respond 
because you never know what He might 
say! We have had people change their 
course of study, step up into leadership, 
become much more bold for Jesus, and start 
missional activities – all because they were 
encouraged to engage with what God  
was saying.

A huddle in its 
first year generally 
follows a curriculum 
of looking at 
specific tools, called 
Lifeshapes, which 
cover topics such 
as experiencing 
breakthrough 
with God, having 
a balance in 
relationships, having 
good rhythms 
of abiding and 
fruitfulness, how 
to multiply leaders, 
spiritual gifts, and 
relational mission 
to name a few. 
Through all these topics, participants are 
encouraged to think about what God is 
saying specifically to them, and in terms of 
their leadership, in whatever capacity that 
may be. In subsequent years, we find that 
people have become adept at identifying 
what God is getting their attention with, 
and responding to it.

The other great thing about huddles 
is that they can easily multiply. The main 
requirement for someone to lead a huddle 
is that they have been in a huddle and 
continue to be in one as they lead. This 
means that if you, as a leader, huddle five 

people, and six months later just three of 
them go on to huddle four people each, you 
already have 17 people in your community 
being discipled. You have made disciples 
who can make disciples who can make 
disciples, and so on.

I believe that it is God who calls and 
equips people for 
ministry, not church 
leaders. At Barney’s 
we are not interested 
in twisting people’s 
arms to fill gaps in 
our ministries; if God 
is not calling anyone 
to lead a youth 
group, then there 
will not be a youth 
group. Experience 
tells us that people 
who have been 
cajoled into ministry 
are less passionate 
and less sustainable 
as leaders than they 
would be if they 
really felt it was 

their calling. Our experience over the last 
six years has been that if you teach people 
to be disciples; to hear God for themselves 
and process in community what to do with 
what He is saying, you have passionate, 
committed and spirit-filled leaders. These 
leaders are doing what they do, not because 
you have pleaded with them to do it, 
but because they are quite sure that it is 
what God has said, and that is the most 
motivating voice of all.

Liz Goodacre

Huddles – Equipping and  
Discipling Young Adults
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Jewels Waiting to Radiate Christ

One of the great delights in ministry is being able to 
disciple someone who really desires to grow in faithfulness, 
understanding and servanthood. These people are gems; 
jewels just waiting to radiate Christ as discipleship carefully 
polishes the facets of potential.

After about 18 months in Newman I asked one of the Papua 
New Guinean women (Betty) if she would like to meet with me 
to read the Bible and to seek God’s will. She was delighted! 
Very early on I saw that Betty had a quiet and gentle spirit that 
desired wholesome living and for God to be given the glory in  
all circumstances.

We then started to meet for prayer. I asked her one day 
“Betty if you could do anything to the glory of God and know 
it wouldn’t fail, what would you do?” She said “teach the 
precious little ones the Bible”. It became evident to us that we 
needed to be discipling the children in the church in the same 
way that we as adults are discipled. We put it to our parish 
council that we would like to run a children’s Bible study based 
on the principals of how a home group runs.

The council not only threw tremendous support behind it 
but Derek’s next AGM report said that children’s ministry would 
now be a priority of the church. No holding back! As part of the 
discipling process I spoke about the need for self-care, to realise 
our limitations and to know that we would face opposition 
from the enemy. Deeper as we would call it was about to be 
launched. We were both nervous. We had about eight children 
in the 8–12 years age group and we had to compete with sport 
on a Monday afternoon.

Our first day arrived – birthed in much prayer. We started 
straight after school with lots of good food, an explanation of 
why we had started the group and what we hoped they would 
get out of it. We then sang songs and read and studied the 
Bible. The six who came loved it. Next week we had all eight.

About six months into Deeper, Betty and I flew to Perth to go 
to a children’s ministry conference. I hoped it would encourage 
us, but I felt it was dry and disappointing. That afternoon I rang 
our eldest son Ashley to ask if he wanted to catch up with us 
the next day and he told us it was the launch of the album 
he had produced and written one of the songs for – could we 
come? Well we were so excited. You see Betty was also in our 
worship team. As we arrived at this Christian worship album 
launch, many young adults came up to me and hugged me. 
Some of them I hadn’t seen for years. I was crying. All I could 

One of the 
great delights 
in ministry is 
being able to 
disciple someone 
who really 
desires to grow 
in faithfulness, 
understanding 
and servanthood
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Jewels Waiting to Radiate Christ

say was “Betty, look, God is showing us how important children’s 
ministry is, they are all my Sunday school students 15–20 years 
on!” Here was this amazing group of young adults, sold out for 
Jesus, worshipping in different churches but still very much in 
fellowship with each other. We were blown away. Vision: train up 
a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not 
depart from it. Proverbs:22:6

From the initial eight in the Deeper group it grew over the next 
couple of years to sixteen 9–16 year olds and another group for 
the younger siblings called Divers. All in all we ended up with 24 
children (at our peak) studying the Bible, praying for each other 
and witnessing at school.

As with so many of the wonderful people we have been blessed 
to serve, Betty and her family were transferred out of Newman 
last year. They are serving faithfully in a church in Perth. Blessed 
to be a blessing. “I’ve been so blessed and thankful to God for 
Amanda and the mentoring that I got from her during my time 
in Newman,” says Betty. “I am now serving in children’s ministry 
in the church that we are now members of in Perth. I can now 
confidently say that I am ready and willing to serve in children’s 
ministry wherever God takes us.”

Amanda McArtney

Betty and Amanda

I can now 
confidently say 
that I am ready 
and willing to 
serve in children’s 
ministry wherever 
God takes us
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Welcoming our Newest Field Staff

The son of missionaries, Christopher 
Hallyburton (known as Topher) lived 
in Chile most of his life. He studied 
education in Chile and after graduating, 
taught Christian Studies and Music at 
The British School in Punta Arenas.  

Topher completed some Preliminary 
Theological Certificate Courses remotely 
through Moore College before moving to 
Sydney in 2013 with wife Maria Loreto 
(known as Chica) to commence his 
Bachelor of Divinity.

Topher graduated from Moore College in 
November last year and today joins us with 
Chica and their children Daniel and Laura as 
BCA’s newest Field Staff.

The Hallyburtons moved to Darwin in 
January where Topher will be the Religious 
Education (RE) Worker in government 
schools in Darwin and Palmerston. This role 
has been developed to reach more children 
and their families and is in partnership with 
Bush Church Aid, the Anglican Church of 
the Northern Territory, and Scripture Union 

Northern Territory.
“In Darwin and Palmerston I will reach 

children with the message of the Bible 
by being involved in the classroom and 
providing support and pastoral care to the 
volunteers who have been doing the hard 

work for many years,” says 
Topher. “I also hope to further 
equip them with additional 
training in biblical knowledge 
and skills for children’s ministry.”

Chica, who studied tourism 
engineering, has worked as a 
manager of a boutique hotel 
and taught at a TAFE equivalent 
in Chile, now has the main 
ministry of being a wife and full-
time mum. She also is hoping 
to make and build relationships 
with both Christians and 
Non-Christians in Darwin and 
Palmerston.

“In addition to what Topher is doing, we 
will try to reach families who are not yet 
part of the church; make relationships with 
them, do activities with/for their  
kids and hopefully read the Bible together,” 
says Chica.

The Hallyburtons ask for your prayers  
as they commence their new role, look  
for a new home and as Daniel starts  
primary school.

“I believe that God has worked in 
my past preparing me to work in the 
educational setting, something that I 
particularly enjoy,” says Topher. “I look 
forward to bringing the gospel to the 
children of Darwin and Palmerston.”

Janine van den Tillaart

From Chile to Darwin via Sydney! 

14 THE REAL AUSTRALIAN



James and Brittany Daymond are moving 
to Narromine in Central West New South 
Wales where James will embark on an 
evangelistic ministry, supported by BCA.

James was previously the Evangelism 
Minister at St Clement’s Anglican Church, 
Mosman in Sydney and Brittany 
was the Contemporary  
Music Director and Children’s 
Ministry Assistant.

James shares how God led 
them to this new ministry:

About five years ago, I visited 
a friend of mine in Central West 
New South Wales. During this 
time God enabled me to see the 
great potential for sharing the 
gospel in this region. I thought 
that I could contribute to this 
ministry. I began to seriously 
think about it, pray, and speak 
to people about the idea.

Since then my wife and I have taken 
some road trips to explore the region 
and to meet ministers. We were keen to 
hear what people were already doing in 
evangelism and what they thought the best 
way forward would be. We wanted to see 
whether God would open a door for us to 
do evangelism in the Central West.

We are so grateful that the Narromine 
and Trangie Anglican Church in the Diocese 
of Bathurst have welcomed us to their 
parish and for the support of BCA.

For the next two years I will be engaged 
in personal evangelism by praying and 
seeking to reach out to as many farmers and 
townsfolk as possible. I will go up driveways, 
knock on doors, visit sales, shows, sporting 
events and other community occasions. I 

will find ways to connect with people, hear 
where they are at, share the gospel, seek to 
lead them to Christ, and introduce them to 
the local church.

During this time I hope that others will 
be trained up to do evangelism as we seek 
to reach out together. 

We would appreciate prayer for open 
doors and open hearts – open doors into 
people’s lives and open hearts so that God’s 
work of bringing new life can take place. 
It is our great desire that the people of the 
Central West would join in singing our great 
redeemer’s praises.

James Daymond

Welcoming our Newest Field Staff

A Heart for Central West New South Wales
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Queensland Governor visits  
Longreach Anglican

As an active Anglican, His Excellency the 
Honourable Paul de Jersey AC, announced 
back in late August that he was planning 
to attend, with Mrs Kaye de Jersey, the 
8am service at St Andrew’s Longreach on 
30 October, during their week-long stay 
in the region. 

In addition to the 
announcement he suggested 
that it be advertised widely 
throughout the community that 
he would be in attendance as 
he would like as many people 
there as possible.

His aim was to encourage us 
and help improve attendance, 
while being able to worship.

Of course, we obliged by 
letting people know far and 
wide, through word of mouth and the 
media (local paper and radio stations), that 
the Governor would be in attendance and 
was requesting people to come.

The ladies of the parish prepared a large 
morning tea for everyone.

On the day of the service 54 people 
turned up for church, including the 
Governor’s party, and three members of the 

Salvation Army. Many of the extras were 
irregular Anglicans, some who I had never 
met before. In addition, members of the 
caterpillar choir were in attendance to help 
with the singing.

His Excellency took an active part in the 
service by doing the second reading and I 
had the privilege of preaching to the  

large congregation.
The Governor stayed on for 

morning tea, where he received 
three cheers from the locals and 
chatted with many.

On a sad note, one of our 
long-time church members, 
Beryl Owens, attended her last 
church service on the Sunday of 
the Governor’s visit. Later that 
week she had a fall and  
ended up in hospital where  

she passed away.
Since the Governor’s visit, numbers at 

church have remained slightly higher than 
usual and during David Rogers-Smith’s 
recent visit we had 28 people in attendance, 
this is a far cry from the usual 15–20.

Graeme Liersch

Since the 
Governor’s visit 
numbers at church 
have remained 
slightly higher 
than usual

The Revd Capt Graeme Liersch, His Excellency the Governor of Queensland Paul de Jersey,  
Emma Wakefield and Ed Warren (Mayor and chair of the St Andrew’s parish council)
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Ever since Jesus died and rose again there’s been a very 
good reason to go to all corners of every country and also 
to their heart. Little wonder then that BCA is committed 
to seeing people in every nook and cranny of Australia 
repent and believe in Christ, and to training up disciples to 
participate in that wonderful mission.

Over the past two years we’ve benefitted massively from that 
commitment to train through the prayer, pastoral, and financial 
support of BCA’s two-year MTA program. This opportunity has 
allowed us the wonderful privilege of getting alongside God’s 
people in Roxby Downs for the task of evangelism, of seeing 
people grow toward maturity in Christ, and being equipped to 
serve Jesus.

With our two years now over, the MTA convinced us of 
the need for Christians to continue going to often overlooked 
crevices of Australia, after all Jesus is good news for all people 
(Luke 2:10). As we go to one such place next (Taree on the mid-
North coast of NSW) continue with us in proclaiming the good 
news to all people, and praying for a bumper harvest of lives 
transformed by Jesus all across Australia to the glory and praise 
of God.

Joel Hill

Reflections of an MTA

Over the past 
two years we’ve 
benefitted 
massively from 
that commitment 
to train through 
the prayer, 
pastoral, and 
financial support 
of BCA’s two-year 
MTA program

The Hill family are now based in Taree
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As we reflect on the last six years of ministry here in 
Newman, we have so much to be thankful for. Coming 
to Newman was for us a big transition. We left the 
comfortableness of Mandurah, all of our children (three of 
whom were living with us) and our elderly parents.

It was the first time in ministry that we would not have our 
children with us. They had always been an automatic inroad into 
any community for us. It was all a bit scary. How do you reach a 
community of young people with children and teenagers when 
you don’t have those secret weapons anymore?

The first strategy we employed was to do nothing! Well, not 
for the first year anyway. Derek felt that it was so important to 
sit back and observe the church, the town and the culture and 
how they played out. We resisted the urge to have a big impact. 
So we prayed daily for wisdom, direction and discernment about 
leading such a diverse group of followers.

It stood us in good stead. We were asked several times to 
start a youth ministry in the first year but firmly said no. (That 
would come three years later – see children’s ministry article on 
page 12.) We saw that we needed to build community. Very 
few relationships extended beyond church on Sunday. Our 
first strategy was morning tea! We ramped it up to more of 
a lunch every Sunday. It gave people a reason to stay behind. 
The congregation started fellowshipping. We could discuss the 
sermon, the state of children’s health, we could pray for each 
other – but we needed to get to know each other.

God brought to us such a treasure trove of people from all 
backgrounds, all denominations and all nations! At one time we 
had 24 different nationalities at church at the one time working 
20 different shifts. So again, we strategised community building 

We are learning 
to be obedient 
to God’s calling 
no matter how 
unexpected it is

Six years in Newman –  
much to be thankful for

A recent CFT tour visited the 
McArtneys at Newman 
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with multicultural nights and church camps. 
Church camps were also a wonderful way 
of going even deeper into relationships with 
each other and with God. One year we ran 
four camps. Derek also pioneered the ‘Men 
of Iron Camp’ for the blokes of the Pilbara.

One comment that many people made 
about coming to church in Newman, was 
that they had never heard so much scripture 
read in church. New attendees would often 
say that in the past only the Pastor would 
quote scripture in a sermon and that there 
was never public reading of God’s word. (We 
always have four readings and very often 
six or seven.) All glory to God – scripture 
convicts and gives life to all mankind. 
What we found was that through God’s 
word and faithful preaching, deep personal 
transformation was happening. With hearts 
changing, commitment to Christ and His 
body was being built.

We saw people we loved come and go. 
We saw people who were radically converted 
come and go. We saw our whole leadership 
team come and go (twice). We saw our 
wonderful music ministry come and go.  
We saw Derek’s Chaplaincy at Roy Hill come 
and go.

In our third year, we saw fifty people 
leave the church in one redundancy move 
(ouch)! But we also saw God’s faithfulness in 
replenishing this beautiful church with more 
faithful saints. As at writing this, we have 
again had 80 per cent of our congregation 
leave. Is it hard for us as leaders to see 
people come and go? Absolutely! We grieve 
for them – because our relationships have 
been deep and real. As they leave, our prayer 
is that they will use what they have learnt in 
Newman to bless the congregations that they 
will settle in.

Many people have told us they are so 

surprised by us leaving Newman to go to 
the Seafarers Centre in Port Hedland – well, 
none more than us! But we are learning 
to be obedient to God’s calling no matter 
how unexpected it is. We will take with us 
the rich experience of Newman and our 
office of evangelist, to serve and honour 
God in another capacity. We thank you for 
your prayers and encouragement. We look 
forward to being able to share with  
you in the prayer notes what God is doing  
at Seafarers.

We have learnt not to fear man but to 
fear God, that the gospel is sharper than 
a two-edged sword and that prayer is the 
mightiest weapon on earth and in the 
heavens. Blessed to be a blessing.

Derek & Amanda 
McArtney

Six years in Newman –  
much to be thankful for
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God’s Heart for Mining Towns

As Stuart, Christina and I come to the completion of our 
time here in Moranbah, it is time to pause and reflect on 
the incredible works we have seen God do here. We wanted 
to share with you some highlights and how through all 
these, our incredible God has been faithful and true to  
His promises.

It is true to say that as transient as we thought the population 
was in Blackwater, it is even more so here. Over the four years 
I have lost count of the lovely people we knew for only three 
to 12 months in church. What is amazing is what God can do 
in their lives in such a short time! Katrina and Christine were 
two such ladies. Both found themselves in church feeling very 
lonely and isolated, hurting and in need of nurture. Robyn, a 

single mum working full-time and studying 
a law degree, was completely overwhelmed 
and needed some spiritual balance in her 
family’s life. Marie, whose long-term partner 
just left her, found herself in church in tears 
and we helped her get back on her feet and 
introduced her to the real Jesus. Real people 
with deep needs who received the help and 
inspiration they needed in the right place 
and the right time.

As I reflect on our time here, I am again 
amazed at how many adult baptisms we 

have been blessed to conduct. Wonderful people – Vinnay, 
Tulua, Vicky, HanYu (Gary) and Shane who God led to us and 
who were hungry for spiritual truth! I reflect on the blessings 
our Bible study home groups have been to people like Linley 
who had been hurt by church people and who came to  
Bible study for a year before coming to church and being 
emotionally healed.

God has brought so many people to our little church who 
we needed for so many reasons: Peter and Joyce who brought 
much needed spiritual maturity; Jim and Gail who stood beside 
us as Treasurer and Warden for three years; Kyle and Caitlin who 
served in family ministry; our amazing Mainly Music leadership 
team who have shared the love of Christ weekly with our 
community and finally our Family Op Shop team who minister 
tirelessly and change people’s lives in incredible ways. As we 
go, we leave this ministry in the capable hands of Justine and 
Rochelle who just love Jesus and desire to serve Him.

The mission work here in Moranbah has literally been at 
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God’s Heart for Mining Towns

the coal face and with each year, there have come unique 
opportunities. Stuart was able to assist the men of the 
community through the local court. In understanding the needs 
in the Civil Court, especially with domestic violence, he was 
able to prepare and then present a ‘Safe Dad’s’ and a ‘Marriage 
Enrichment’ program which the Magistrate referred men and 
couples to. Stuart saw men respond and grow through adversity.

Leaving is always difficult, there is always a piece of your 
heart you leave as you go but it has been a privilege to 
witness what God has done here. Please continue to pray for 
this ministry. It is without a doubt very needed in challenging 
communities such as Moranbah. People need to know Jesus, 
they need to know there is more to life than money and what 
we see and touch. God wants so much more for them than  
they realise.

Kathy Haynes

Leaving is always 
difficult, there is 
always a piece of 
your heart you 
leave as you go 
but it has been 
a privilege to 
witness what God 
has done here

Stuart with the church sign
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My BCA Nomad Adventure

It’s my role as 
a BCA Nomad 
that is the most 
rewarding and 
fulfilling aspect 
of my journey. 
Somehow the Lord 
has me in the right 
place at exactly 
the right time

I’m on a two-fold journey of discovery – as a relatively  
young Christian (in time, not age) I’m growing in faith  
and dependence on God, as I’m travelling through this 
amazing country.

God’s creation has always inspired me and I’d long had a desire 
to travel around Australia and explore this incredibly diverse 
country in which we are privileged to live. After much prayer 
and the Lord’s leading, l rented out my home, purchased a small 

motorhome and left Victoria, 
travelling anti-clockwise around 
Australia while serving the Lord as 
a BCA Nomad.

My days are filled with ‘wow’ 
moments as l praise God for 
every aspect of His love and His 
creation. My camera is in constant 
use, capturing the changes in the 
landscape, from soft rolling hills to 
sharp dramatic rock formations, 
vast open plains to waterfalls 
hidden in mountain valleys. I see 
the shapes and colours of trees 
and wildflowers, sunlight reflecting 
from dew-covered spider webs, 
the ever changing colours and 
patterns of sunrise and sunset. 

Animals, birds and even termite mounds delight me as I’m filled 
with awe at our Creator’s vision and power.

Yet it’s my role as a BCA Nomad that is the most rewarding 
and fulfilling aspect of my journey.

Somehow the Lord has me in the right place at exactly the 
right time. And each opportunity to serve is as much a blessing 
for me as it is for those to whom I’m led.

My first Nomad opportunity was in Nanango, Queensland. 
The manse was being spruced up and l was asked to help with 
some cleaning – not exactly my favourite activity yet after a few 
days l realised l was actually enjoying it. God was showing me 
there is real joy in serving Him with a willing heart.

Once, l called in for a cuppa with the daughter of a lady I’d 
met earlier – and l left two days later! What a blessing those 
days were for all of us. The couple ran their own business and 
she home-schooled the children. However, she was somewhat 
stressed and had been “calling out to Jesus for help”. I turned 

Sandy and her trusty auto
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My BCA Nomad Adventure

up totally out of the blue. l entertained the 
children with rides in my van, enjoyed their 
company and attacked the ironing basket. 
After hugs all round, l left with the children 
running after me waving until l was out of 
sight, at which time l promptly burst into 
tears!

As l approached Katherine, l rang the 
minister to see if there was anything l could 

do for a few days. He was so pleased that 
l was available that same afternoon to help 
with a children’s activity program, as the 
leaders had been delayed and unable to  
be there.

Another example of God’s perfect 
timing – Doug Orr told me of a family 
who would really appreciate some help. I 
arrived in town and met the wife at church 
the following day. On Monday she had to 
take one of their children to Darwin for a 
medical appointment and would be away 
for two days, with another appointment 
the following week. I was there to help her 
husband home-school and care for their 
children while she was away. I’m not sure 
who benefitted the most – them or me!

After church in Tennant Creek, the 
congregation was invited to join the minister 
and his wife (who had driven 500 km 
from Alice Springs to take the communion 
service) to go to the minimum security 
prison a few kilometres out of town to lead 
a service. Five of us and six Indigenous men 
attended. After the service, they approached 
us to pray for them individually. It was both  

humbling and a great privilege to share 
those few minutes with them in prayer.

I’ve been on the road for nearly a year 
now and as l continue to serve the Lord, 
where and when He leads, I’m also enjoying 
every minute that I’m wearing my ‘tourist 
hat’! I urge you to consider ‘nomading’ on 
your next holiday – you won’t regret it. It 
will add a special dimension to your travels.

Sandy Berthelsen

Trouble comes in threes!
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WELCOME
Topher & Chica Hallyburton along with 
their children Daniel and Laura have moved 
to Darwin to serve with BCA and Scripture 
Union. Topher is an RE (Scripture) worker 
and will teach classes, train volunteers and 
link churches with primary schools.

James & Brittany Daymond have joined 
BCA as Field Staff in Narromine, Central 
West New South Wales. James will be 
involved in an evangelistic ministry reaching 
out to those who don’t yet know Jesus.

Our new Indigenous Ministry Coordinator 
Neville Naden & his wife Kathie have 
relocated from Broken Hill to Dubbo. Neville 
and Kathie seek to support Field Staff 
ministering to Indigenous people and to 
encourage Indigenous Christians.

CONGRATULATIONS
Brian & Ali Champness were ordained as 
priests on St Andrew’s Day, 26 November 
2016 as St Saviour’s Catherdral in Goulburn.

Nathaniel Naden was married to Philippa 
Yeats on Thursday 5 January 2017 at St 
Thomas’ Church in North Sydney.

FAREWELL
Gary & Nikki Alexander along with Thomas 
and Tobias finished their time as BCA Field 
Staff in Kununurra at the end of 2016 and 
are now exploring new opportunities in the 
Kimberleys.

Dusty Boots Coordinators Rob & Jenny 
Stubbs and Beth Hazell have concluded 
their service with BCA. Rob and Jenny have 
settled into life in Gerringong and Beth is 
transitioning to retirement from her work at 
Penrith Anglican College.

After serving BCA in Blackwater and 
Moranbah, Stuart & Katherine Haynes 
along with daughter Christina have moved 
to Bega in New South Wales. Katherine is 

Post & Rails

The Hallyburtons

The Daymonds

The Naden wedding

The Alexanders

Rob and Jenny Stubbs / Beth Hazell
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working as a Chaplain at Sapphire Coast 
Anglican School and Stuart is the Families 
Minister at St John’s Bega.

After 13 years in Tasmania serving in the 
community of St Leonards Launceston, Irfon 
& Barbara Griffiths have concluded their 
ministry and moved back to Sydney to be 
closer to family.

Joel & Hannah Hill along with their 
children Amy, Finnegan, John and Albert 
have commenced work at Coast Evangelical 
Church in Taree after serving in Roxby 
Downs for two years. Joel has taken on the 
role of Church Planter Apprentice.

VALE
Bishop Gerald (Ged) Bruce Muston  
(19 January 1927 – 10 January 2017) was a 
copy boy and cadet with the Daily Telegraph 
before commencing study at Moore College. 
He was Rector of Christ Church Cathedral, 
Darwin and Archdeacon of the Northern 
Territory before becoming Federal Secretary 
(National Director) of Bush Church Aid from 
1969–1971. He was an Assistant Bishop in 
Melbourne before being appointed Bishop 
of North West Australia. Married to Laurel 
(deceased), Ged is survived by his children 
Margaret and Phillip, their spouses, five 
grandchildren and one great grandchild.

Audrey Chambers (passed away  
1 November 2016) served BCA with her 
husband Ross (deceased) in Ceduna from 
1959–1962. She is survived by Ross Jr and 
Pam, Megan, Neil and Jayne, Elizabeth and 
Stephen, her grandchildren and  
great-grandchildren.

Post & Rails

Corrections – In the last Post & Rails while remembering the late Hazel Fuhrmeister we mistakenly 
referred to her husband as Roger, who is actually her son. Hazel and her husband George served 
with BCA in South Australia and New South Wales over three periods from the fifties to the 
eighties. In our From the Archives story, the writing in our photograph was difficult to decipher, 
resulting in a slight misspelling of the names of Sister Dowling and George Cameron. We 
apologise to the Fuhrmeister, Dowling and Cameron families.

The Haynes

Irfon and Barbara Griffiths

The Hills

Bishop Gerald (Ged) Bruce Muston

AUTUMN 2017 25



My name is David Peters and I am the newest member of 
the BCA National Council and National Executive, being 
appointed as the Tasmanian representative in July 2016.

By way of introduction, I am a retired public servant with 
accounting qualifications and a background in public policy, 
financial management and corporate governance. I am married 
to Sue and live in Lindisfarne, an eastern suburb of Hobart. 
My home church is St Mark’s Bellerive where I serve as Parish 
Treasurer. I am a member of Tasmania’s Diocesan Council and 
since 2014 have been licensed by the Bishop as Deputy Diocesan 

Registrar, an honorary position.
My faith journey started very early, in that I 

don’t recall a time when I didn’t believe in God, or 
in Jesus Christ as His Son. My mother insisted on 
us going to Sunday School as soon as we started 
primary school and I continued attending through 
until my mid-teens, when I spent a few years as a 
teacher there. This, as well as time in the choir, as a 
server, and in the Church of England Boys Society, 
meant that Christian fellowship was a significant 
part of my growing up.

BCA has been associated with my faith 
journey since Sunday School. My Parish must 
have supported BCA, as I remember the constant 
presence of BCA publications with their photos of 
stockmen and red sand – so different to the bush 
I grew up with on the outskirts of Launceston. In 
more recent years I have come to know Dennis 
Quinn, former BCA Field Staff and now Regional 
Officer for Tasmania, who is the Senior Assistant 
Minister at Bellerive. It was Dennis who gave me a 

greater understanding of BCA – its history and  
its role in Christian outreach to remote and regional  
Australia – and encouraged me to put my name forward as a 
National Councillor.

Having only attended two Executive meetings so far, I am still 
very much in the ‘learner’ phase, with both meetings helping 
me to better understand the wide range of outreach operations 
in which BCA is involved, and that the need for our services 
is not diminishing. I look forward to working with my fellow 
Councillors to further BCA’s mission.

David Peters OAM

Councillor’s Column
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From the Archives

The BCA van was used as a 
back-up ambulance during a 
mock-rescue in Coober Pedy

Article published in The 
Sunday Mail 8/1/2017

Our former BCA Kombi  
van ambulance has been  
making headlines.

The Sunday Mail in Adelaide (that ran 
the 1956 appeal that raised money 
to fund the Kombi purchase) were 
very interested in the story written by 
Brian Roberts in the summer 2016 
edition of The Real Australian.

In January, the Sunday Mail 
published an article in their print 
edition (see photo below), online 
edition and even posted the story on 
their Facebook page. On Facebook 
alone, the story garnered 150 likes, was shared by over 60 
people and had comments from a gentleman who remembered 
the Kombi when it was in use by BCA in Ceduna and also from 
a lady whose father serviced the Kombi.

Former BCA Field Staff in Coober Pedy Kerry Medway was 
reminded of another Kombi story:

Our BCA Kombi van became a 
temporary ambulance while we were 
in Coober Pedy.  
I was a member of the St John 
Ambulance and there was great 
concern about having an emergency 
team ready for any natural disaster 
that may occur in the region. The 
BCA van was a backup ambulance 
on the day we had a mock-rescue  
(see photo above).

Sadly, only a few weeks after 
this mock-rescue, a serious accident 
occurred near Mount Willoughby 
about 100 kilometres north of 
Coober Pedy. A bus carrying over 40 school children collided 
head-on with a road-train. It was reported that several children 
were injured and we rushed to the scene. Being first on the 
scene my ambulance was used to transport several injured 
children to the waiting flying doctor plane which had landed 
on the Stuart Highway. I then drove five of the not-so seriously 
injured teens back to the Coober Pedy hospital.
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The Bush Church Aid Society of Australia 
for the purpose of adopting the audited 
accounts of the Society for the financial 
year ended 31 December 2016 and to 
elect Councillors. 
Wednesday 17 May 2017 from 9.30am, 
Lochabar Room, Anderledy Lodge  
80 William Street, North Sydney

Queensland and Northern  
New South Wales
Saturday 4 March 2017 from 9.30am
North Pine Anglican Church  
2 Wylie Street  
Petrie
Followed by Bush & Bible Day 2017 –  
Gary Millar, Principal of Queensland 
Theological College will give the key address 
on ‘Coming Home – Zechariah and the God 
of Hope’.
The Revd David Piper, BCA Field Staff,  
will speak on going the distance in 
Lightning Ridge.
$20 includes morning tea, lunch and 
afternoon tea. RSVP to Craig Buchanan on  
07 3349 9081 or  
craig@bushchurchaid.com.au by  
Wednesday 22 February 2017

Western Australia
Saturday 8 April 2017 from 12 noon
St Mary’s Anglican Church  
42 Colin Street  
West Perth
Guest speakers BCA Field Staff The Revd 
Roger and Mrs Amanda Kyngdon, MTA 
Bluff Point.
Cost: $20 per head ($15 concession)
RSVP to the WA Regional Office on  
1300 554 025, 0428 288 473 or email  
wa@bushchurchaid.com.au by  
Monday 3 April 2017

South Australia and Northern Territory
Saturday 22 April 2017 from 12 noon
Christ Church, 62–72 Jeffcott Street  
North Adelaide
Guest speakers BCA Field Staff  
The Revd Brad and Dr Joh Henley from 
Kangaroo Island.
Lunch $15 per person
RSVP to Helen Spring on 08 8221 5444 or 
sa@bushchurchaid.com.au by  
Tuesday 18 April 2017

New South Wales and Australian 
Capital Territory 
Thursday 27 April from 12 noon 
BCA Boardroom  
Level 7 37 York Street 
Sydney 
The Revd Michael Stead, Bishop of South 
Sydney will lead the devotions. 
Guest speaker The Rev David Morgan, BCA 
Field Staff Paraburdoo/Tom Price. 
Lunch provided – donation to cover cost.
RSVP to Heather Joyce on 02 92625017 or 
heather@bushchurchaid.com.au by  
Thursday 20 April 2017

Victoria
Friday 5 May at 6.15 for 6.45pm
Brimbank Anglican Church  
corner Ely Court and Keilor Park Drive 
Keilor East
Bishop of Tasmania Richard Condie will 
speak on ‘A Year in the Saddle – God 
at work in Tasmania’. The Revd Steve 
Weickhardt, BCA Field Staff, Strathfieldsaye 
will also talk about his work of church 
planting in this suburb of Bendigo.
$35 for a spit roast meal
RSVP to the BCA Victorian Office on  
03 9457 7566 or  
victoria@bushchurchaid.com.au

Notice of Annual General Meeting
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Catalogue

 BCA011   Six assorted cards from ‘by gone’ days  $6

 BCA 018  Banjo Bilby  $15
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Please complete this merchandise order form

Your purchase helps gospel work across Australia

Please deliver to:

Revd / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms (initials)  

Last name

Address 

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

We will be pleased to deliver your order to any number of destinations but ask  

that you include $8.50 per delivery address. We can also include a gift card should 

you wish.

*supporter no. (can be found above your name on the back cover of this magazine)

Orders can also be placed by visiting our website bushchurchaid.com.au

Merchandise Order Form

BCA Code Description Qty $ Total

Sub-Total

PLUS postage and handling charges – $8.50 per order

Total

I would like to pay by:

 Cheque/Money Order    Credit card – please complete details below

 Mastercard Visa  American Express

 Name on credit card _________________________________________________ 

 Credit card number

 Expires on ________________Signature _________________________________
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Donation Form
Yes, I would like to share the gospel and provide care to isolated families 
across Australia.

Enclosed is my gift of $ ____________________________to BCA’s ministry

 Please tick here if you need a tax deduction

 (Donations to tax deductible funds cannot be used for general gospel ministry.)

 I would like to pay by:

 Cheque/Money Order Credit card – please complete details below

 Mastercard Visa  American Express

 Name on credit card _________________________________________________

 
 Credit card number

 Expires on _______________ Signature __________________________________

Other ways to give:
Online bushchurchaid.com.au • Phone 02 9262 5017

Direct Deposit Westpac BSB 032 008 Account 000706

Donations can be made directly into our bank account. PLEASE use your supporter 

number as a reference (or, for anonymous donations, the reference ANON followed 

by the first letter of your State).  

 

My details

Revd / Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms (initials)  

Last name

Address

 Postcode

Email Telephone

Supporter number* (if available)

I would like to receive:
  The Real Australian magazine & Prayer Notes

 A money box for my donations 

 Information about how I can support BCA through my Will

BILLER CODE

88203
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